Beasts of the Deep
Book List

You can read or listen to any book, part of a book, magazine article, or
audiobook to check off the Read square of your activity bingo. Both fiction
and nonfiction titles count.
Here are some nonfiction titles we recommend:
● Who Would Win: Whales vs. Giant Squids by Jerry Pallotta (E 599.54
PAL)
● Survival Secrets of Sea Animals by Mary Jo Rhodes & David Hall (J
591.470 RHO)
● Shimmer & Splash by Jim Arnosky (J 591.77 ARN)
● Curious Critters: Marine by David FitzSimmons (J 591.77 FIT)
● Ocean Life by Carolyn Franklin (J 591.77 FRA)
● Weird Sea Creatures by Erich Hoyt (J 591.77 HOY)
● What If You Could Sniff Like a Shark? By Sandra Markle (J 591.77 MAR)
● Scary Creatures of the Deep by Jim Pipe (J 591.77 PIP)
● Down Down Down by Steve Jenkins (J 591.779 JEN)
● Night Reef by William Sargent (J 591.9 SAR)
● Giant Squid by Mary M. Cerullo & Clyde F.E. Roper (J 594.58 CER)
● Giant Squid by Candace Fleming (J 594.58 FLE)
● Rays by Kris Hirschmann (J 597.3 HIR)
● Sharks and Other Predators by Mary Pope Osborne & Natalie Pope
Boyce (J 597.3 OSB)
● Whaling Season by Peter Lourie (J 599.5 LOU)
● The Dolphins of Shark Bay by Pamela S. Turner (J 599.53 TUR)
● The Ocean Disaster by Matthew McElligott (J 577.7 GRAPHIC MCE)
● Coral Reefs by Maris Wicks (J GRAPHIC 577.78 WIC)

Faux Textile
Shark
From dickblick.com/

Materials:
●
●
●
●
●

4 sheets of paper in different colors
Shark template
Pencil
Scissors
Glue

HOW TO MAKE A SHARK
1. Use the template to cut out a shark from one sheet of paper.
2. Lay the shape you just cut over the second color of paper and very lightly trace it
a little larger, so that a thin border will be formed by the second color.
3. Cut it out the second shark.
a. Paper clips are helpful to hold the paper together when cutting the sharks.
4. Glue the two sharks together.
5. Repeat steps 2-4 to create a third, slightly larger shark. It should have three
layers of color.
6. Glue the layered shark to your final piece of paper.
7. Use the leftover paper scraps to add details and decorations, such as a border.
This activity is inspired by Molas made by the
Kuna tribe. The Kunas have resided in the
Panama/Colombia area for centuries and are
known worldwide for their molas, a colorful
textile art form made with the techniques of
applique and reverse appliqué.

Whale Feast
Experiment
From coast.noaa.gov

Materials:
● Large tub or bowl
● Fine-toothed plastic comb
● Chopsticks or tweezers
● Puffed rice cereal
● Water
● Timer

INSTRUCTIONS - TEST 1
● Set the timer to go off in 30
seconds.
● Fill the tub or bowl with water.
● Create a landing pad for the wet cereal with a plate or paper towel.
● Sprinkle cereal on the surface of the water.
● Start the timer.
● Attempt to remove the cereal from the water to the landing pad by
skimming the comb across the surface of the water. Stop when the timer
goes off.
a. Do not scoop the cereal or pin it against the sides of the tub. Only
skim the water.
● Count the individual pieces of cereal that you removed from the water.
a. You can use a toothpick to gently separate the cereal to make it
easier to count.
INSTRUCTIONS - TEST 2
● Set the timer to go off in 30 seconds.
● Fill the tub or bowl with water.
● Create a landing pad for the wet cereal with a plate or paper towel.

● Sprinkle cereal on the surface of the water.
● Start the timer.
● Attempt to remove the cereal from the water to the landing pad by picking
the pieces out with chopsticks or tweezers. Stop when the timer goes off.
a. Do not scoop the cereal or pin it against the sides of the tub. Only
pluck the pieces out of the water.
● Count the individual pieces of cereal that you removed from the water.
a. You can use a toothpick to gently separate the cereal to make it
easier to count.
QUESTIONS
● Which test allowed you to remove more pieces of cereal?
THE SCIENCE OF WHALE TEETH
● Some species of whales have teeth. Sperm whales are examples of
toothed whales. They eat by grabbing prey with their strong teeth and can
only eat one prey at a time. The Sperm whale needs to eat approximately
2,000 pounds of food everyday! Luckily, their main food source is giant
squid, which can weigh 600 pounds. They have to swim very fast and dive
very deep to capture their prey.
● Some whales, like Humpback whales and Blue whales, do not have teeth.
Instead of teeth, these whales have baleen, which are flexible plates
attached to the upper jaw. To feed, baleen whales swim to the surface of
the water, open their mouths, and gulp down large amounts of water. They
use their tongues to push the water out between the baleen plates. The
plates trap small fish and krill in the whale’s mouth, which is the whale’s
food source. Using just this method, Humpback whales can eat as much
5,000 pounds of food a day!
● In your experiment, the cereal represented whale food, the chopsticks or
tweezers represented toothed whales, and the comb represented baleen
whales. Which test allowed you to capture more cereal?

